RIVERBENCH

PINOT NOIR
SANTA MARIA VALLEY

‘e //)/lf/ >

g
T

ainauiy
5‘!&:\;‘“\\%

v

GREEN S BUSINESS

ry
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

CERTIFIED <

Ry
ey
X,

=
Ir:

RIVERBENCH

2020 ONE PALM PINOT NOIR
Estate Grown & Bottled — Santa Maria Valley

COMPOSITION 100% Pinot Noir, Clone 667

WINEMAKERS NOTES

Meet our One Palm Pinot Noir, the debonair one of the bunch. He’s polished
and gracious, with integrated oak that won't overwhelm the senses. This wine
pops with a dark purple color, customary of clone 667, and coats the tongue with
hints of red fruits — strawberry, raspberry, and cherry. Yet there is a dusty quality
that brings in an element of earthiness, maybe dirt after the rain, adding some
old world sophistication. Yes, we're talking more Rhett Butler than Ashley Wilkes,
make no mistake, with a sultry sexy, brooding and... dare we say it?... dangerous
edge. One sip of this and, frankly, you won't give a damn.

2020 HARVEST

Amidst high tensions in the weather and the world at large, the 2020 vintage
ushered in high quality and clean fruit reminiscent of Santa Maria’s celebrated
cool climate. The year began with a dry winter that dribbled out less than half the
usual rainfall and incited an early budburst. Hearty shoots managed to survive
the windy spring and the nighttime frost alarms. Summer started out quiet and
cool until August when high temperatures and humidity whipped up spectacular
lightning shows and a few hefty downpours, testing our fungal-resistant pruning
practices. When the turbulent storms subsided, they were replaced by 10 days
of smoky haze as major fires broke out to the north and the south. By the grace
of our valley topography, our vines were buffered by the worst of the smoke and
flames with no taint detected on our early grape pulls. Harvest commenced with
clean picks of sparkling Pinot Meunier on August 20*. Timing was steady and
calculated. Safe from the challenges of weather, smoke, and global pandemics,
the grapes in the winery unfolded elegantly. Our Pinot Noirs show incredible
color with particularly luscious tannins from this year’s small berries while
the Chardonnays will age well into the future with bright acids and popping
citrus aromas. While challenging, 2020’s adversities built wines with character,
concentration, and complexity that gave us cause to celebrate.



